I am saved by grace, how about you?
Scriptures only for you today, let the Word Himself tell you the Truth and
let it set you free!!!!
(Galatians 2: 16-21) We know very well that we are not set right with God by
rule-keeping but only through personal faith in Jesus Christ. How do we know? We
tried it—and we had the best system of rules the world has ever seen! Convinced
that no human being can please God by self-improvement, we believed in Jesus as
the Messiah so that we might be set right before God by trusting in the Messiah,
not by trying to be good. 17 Have some of you noticed that we are not yet perfect?
(No great surprise, right?) And are you ready to make the accusation that since
people like me, who go through Christ in order to get things right with God, aren’t
perfectly virtuous, Christ must therefore be an accessory to sin? The accusation is
frivolous. 18 If I was “trying to be good,” I would be rebuilding the same old barn
that I tore down. I would be acting as a charlatan. 19 What actually took place is
this: I tried keeping rules and working my head off to please God, and it didn’t
work. So I quit being a “law man” so that I could be God’s man. 20 Christ’s life
showed me how, and enabled me to do it. I identified myself completely with him.
Indeed, I have been crucified with Christ. My ego is no longer central. It is no
longer important that I appear righteous before you or have your good opinion, and
I am no longer driven to impress God. Christ lives in me. The life you see me living
is not “mine,” but it is lived by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me. 21 I am not going to go back on that. Is it not clear to you that to
go back to that old rule-keeping, peer-pleasing religion would be an abandonment
of everything personal and free in my relationship with God? I refuse to do that, to
repudiate God’s grace. If a living relationship with God could come by rule-keeping,
then Christ died unnecessarily. Trust in Christ, Not the Law
(Colossians 2:6-22) And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord,
you must continue to follow him. 7 Let your roots grow down into him, and let your
lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught,
and you will overflow with thankfulness. 8 Don't let anyone capture you with
empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that come from human thinking
and from the spiritual powers of this world, rather than from Christ. 9 For in Christ
lives all the fullness of God in a human body.10 So you also are complete through
your union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority. 11 When
you came to Christ, you were "circumcised," but not by a physical procedure. Christ
performed a spiritual circumcision—the cutting away of your sinful nature.12 For
you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were raised
to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from
the dead. 13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature
was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our
sins. 14 He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by
nailing it to the cross. 15 In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and
authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross. 16 So
don't let anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, or for not celebrating
certain holy days or new moon ceremonies or Sabbaths. 17 For these rules are only
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shadows of the reality yet to come. And Christ himself is that reality. 18 Don't let
anyone condemn you by insisting on pious self-denial or the worship of angels,
saying they have had visions about these things. Their sinful minds have made
them proud, 19 and they are not connected to Christ, the head of the body. For he
holds the whole body together with its joints and ligaments, and it grows as God
nourishes it. 20 You have died with Christ, and he has set you free from the
spiritual powers of this world. So why do you keep on following the rules of the
world, such as, 21 "Don't handle! Don't taste! Don't touch!"? 22 Such rules are
mere human teachings about things that deteriorate as we use them. 23 These
rules may seem wise because they require strong devotion, pious self-denial, and
severe bodily discipline. But they provide no help in conquering a person's evil
desires.
(2 Timothy 2:1) Therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
(2 Corinthians 12:9-10) And He said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for My
power is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore I will rather glory in my
weaknesses, that the power of Christ may overshadow me. 10 Therefore I am
pleased in weaknesses, in insults, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for
Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am powerful.
(Romans 3:23-24) for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God, 24
being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus;
(Philippians 3:3) For we are the circumcision who worship God in the spirit and
rejoice in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh;
(Galatians 1:6-7) I marvel that you so soon are being moved away from Him
who called you into the grace of Christ, to another gospel, 7 which is not another,
but some are troubling you, and desiring to pervert the gospel of Christ.
(Romans 11:5-6) Even so then, also in this present time a remnant according to
the election of grace has come into being. 6 But if by grace, then it is no more of
works; otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it is of works, then it is no more of
grace; otherwise work is no more work.
(Romans 6:14-18) For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not
under Law, but under grace. 15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under
Law, but under grace? Let it not be! 16 Do you not know that to whom you yield
yourselves as slaves for obedience, you are slaves to him whom you obey; whether
it is of sin to death, or of obedience to righteousness. 17 But thanks be to our God
that you were the slaves of sin, but you have obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 Then being made free from sin, you
became the slaves of righteousness.
And my favorite..
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(Galatians 3:1-14) You stupid Galatians! I told you exactly how Jesus Christ was
nailed to a cross. Has someone now put an evil spell on you? 2 I want to know
only one thing. How were you given God's Spirit? Was it by obeying the Law of
Moses or by hearing about Christ and having faith in him? 3 How can you be so
stupid? Do you think that by yourself you can complete what God's Spirit started
in you? 4 Have you gone through all of this for nothing? Is it all really for
nothing? 5 God gives you his Spirit and works miracles in you. But does he do
this because you obey the Law of Moses or because you have heard about Christ
and have faith in him? 6 The Scriptures say that God accepted Abraham
because Abraham had faith. 7 And so, you should understand that everyone
who has faith is a child of Abraham. 8 Long ago the Scriptures said that God
would accept the Gentiles because of their faith. That's why God told Abraham
the good news that all nations would be blessed because of him. 9 This means
that everyone who has faith will share in the blessings that were given to
Abraham because of his faith. 10 Anyone who tries to please God by obeying
the Law is under a curse. The Scriptures say, "Everyone who doesn't obey
everything in the Law is under a curse." 11 No one can please God by obeying
the Law. The Scriptures also say, "The people God accepts because of their faith
will live."
12 The Law isn't based on faith. It promises life only to people who obey its
commands. 13 But Christ rescued us from the Law's curse, when he became a
curse in our place. This is because the Scriptures say that anyone who is nailed
to a tree is under a curse. 14 And because of what Jesus Christ has done, the
blessing that was promised to Abraham was taken to the Gentiles. This
happened so that by faith we would be given the promised Holy Spirit.
(Titus 1:13) He certainly spoke the truth. Get on them right away. Stop that
diseased talk of Jewish make-believe and made-up rules 14 so they can recover a
robust faith. 15 Everything is clean to the clean-minded; nothing is clean to dirtyminded unbelievers. They leave their dirty fingerprints on every thought and act.
I could go on like this all day, really, but I don’t even have to say anything... let the
Word tell you Himself... We need to stop playing these religious games thinking it
makes us holy to look pious and follow a set of rules, you are saved by grace and
only through the grace and mercy of God can we stand, only through His Holy Spirit
can we stand, never by our own doing...
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Grace is the undeserved opportunity to turn away from our sins with no
consequences to us, free of charge. It is the cleansing that washes away our sins,
not a whitewashing that covers up our sins. Grace is never an excuse but always a
solution.
Jaco Kruger
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